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Congregational Update 
                                                                   Our Savior Lutheran Church and School’s condition as of April AD 2020 

He Is Risen! 
He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Thank you O Lord God, heavenly Father, that You gave Your only Son to die for our sins and 

to rise again for our justification. 

Our Current Situation 

I hope that all of you were able to participate in Easter services, in person, or online.  Thanks be to God that our pastors 

were able to provide the Sacrament on Easter.  It is a wonderful blessing that our pastors, kantor, and others continue to 

provide God’s word to us.   

The service schedule during Easter will be: Wednesdays Matins 9a, Thursdays Evening Prayer 7p, and Sunday Services 8a 

and 11a.  On Sundays, we are planning on continuing with drive-in Divine Services, with the same precautions.  Please 

note that you are free to attend or not to attend, commune or not commune.  If you have any questions or concerns, 

please contact an Elder or Paster Swem via email,  jswem@oursavior-gr.org or at 616.644.8338. 

Our teachers are also continuing to support our students through online instruction.  Our students are still in school, just 

at home.  It is a gift that our students are able to continue their education.  The Michigan District has recommended that 

Lutheran schools end the school year on May 22, and we will be following their recommendation.   

At this time, we do not know what we will be able to do for our confirmands and eighth grade students for Confirmation 

and Graduation.  We will continue to evaluate the situation based on the current executive order and CDC 

recommendations.  

Are You in Need? 
We know that our members have been affected by the coronavirus and the Stay Home, Stay Safe Order in a variety of 

ways including being laid off or furloughed.  Our Elders have been reaching out to our members to update the 

congregation about changes in schedule and to find out what needs you may have.  If you have not received a call or you 

are in need physically, financially, or spiritually, please reach out to an Elder.   

Our Finances 

We thank God for His generous provision to our church and school through your continued generous support.  In March, 

our offerings were actually up a little on average (about $2000 per week).  We are still about $19,000 below our planned 

giving for the year, but that is a slight improvement. We don’t know what April and May will bring.  Our expenses have 

remained nearly steady as well, although some of our part-time staff have been affected. 

Because of the CARES Act, the congregation was able to get a Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan of $130,200 from 

the Small Business Administration (SBA).  The Church Council authorized a loan due to the uncertainty of our finances 

going forward.  Due to the rules of the loan, most of it (80%-90%) should be forgiven.  Big thanks to Tim Maurer for 

working this, along with Bob Blaukamp and the rest of the Council. 

The church has a new online option for giving.  The Michigan District is graciously paying the fees for Kindrid.  You may 

go to   www.kindridgiving.com/oslcgr to register and set up your giving.  You can even choose to give to Alms or other 

funds in Kindrid.  You may also set up an automatic withdrawal from a bank account.  If you are interested in automatic 
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withdrawal, please email Bob Blaukamp at bob.blauwkamp@gmail.com .  If you want to mail your offerings, please mail 

them to the church address. 

 

Planning and Voters’ Meeting 
This is the time of year for planning our next fiscal year budget, which begins July 1.  It is extremely unlikely that we will 

be able to hold the Voters’s meeting in May as planned.  We are planning on delaying the Voters’ meeting until June, 

with a tentative date of June 16.  We will be sending out preliminary budget information in May.   

Keeping in Touch 
Please check the church’s website for updates, www.oursavior-gr.org.   The school’s new website is  www.oslsgr.org.  

The church’s email list is a good way to get updates.  If you wish to join the church’s email list, which uses Yahoo Groups, 

please send an email to oursavior-gr-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.   Church services continue to be streamed via 

Facebook live at www.facebook.com/oursaviorgr/ and services and sermons are uploaded our YouTube channel 

OurSaviorGR. We are currently researching the use of YouTube Live to determine if that will provide better audio and 

visual quality for streamed services.  

Prayers 
Continue to pray that God would have mercy and send us relief from this pandemic.  Pray for our leaders that they 

would be given wisdom and a spirit of brotherly affection as they work with one another to lead us through this crisis. 

Pray for our congregation, members, Elders and Council.  Pray for the pastors, principal, teachers and staff as they serve 

us through these trying circumstances. 

 

In Christ, 

Andy Mueller, President, Our Savior Lutheran Church 

In Time of National Crisis or Calamity 

Heavenly Father, we cannot fathom the depth of meaning this crisis has for us now.  We confess that as a 

people we have deserved to be visited with a heavy hand.  We have worshipped too many gods.  We have 

failed to honor Your name.  We have turned deaf ears to Your Word.  We have not upheld order and equity 

among men.  We have been unchaste and impure. 

Yet we pray You to hear our prayer for the sake of Your Son, our Lord.  Have compassion and mercy.  Set 

aside our guilt and give us new life through the merits of Your Son.  Bring relief to all who suffer this day.  

Ease the anxieties of those who are distressed.  Send help to those who are distraught.  Release us from this 

fiery trial, that we may be free to give You thanks and glory for deliverance from the day of trouble.  Amen.  

LUTHERAN BOOK OF PRAYER 
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Psalm 56, Rom. 8:26-39, Phil 3:20-21, John 16:33 

 

 


