
The First Sunday in Advent 
29 November A+D 2020 

Welcome in Jesus’ name! We pray God’s richest blessings on your receiving of 
His Word this holy day in this unusual setting. We look forward to the day when 
we will be able to gather together with you again in church as one body to be 
nourished by our heavenly Groom, Christ Jesus! 

Today’s Readings 
The new church year begins by focusing on the humble coming of our Lord.  Even as Jesus was born in a lowly 
manger, so He rides into Jerusalem on a beast of burden.  For He bears the sin of the world.  He rides to His 
cross, where He shows Himself to be “The Lord, our Righteousness” (Jer 23:5–8).  Our Lord still comes in great 
humility to deliver His righteousness to us in the Word and Sacraments.  Before receiving Christ’s body and 
blood, we also sing, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!” (Mt 21:1–9)  
As we commune we set our hearts on His return in glory, for “Our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed” (Rom 13:11–14). 

Advent Begins Today 
Christians value waiting.  While the world celebrates Christmas from the day after Thanksgiving to Christmas 
Day, the church observes Advent until Christmas Eve, and the 12 days of Christmas to Epiphany, January 6.  
Advent is the penitential season—the time for repentance for our sins and renewal in the Word of God— 
prior to Christmas.  Advent means coming.  It begins the church year which focuses on what Christ Jesus has 
done for us.  During Advent we prepare for all three of Christ Jesus’ comings:  His first coming at Christmas, 
His repeated coming to us in His Word and Sacraments, His final coming at Judgment Day.    

At Our Savior Lutheran Church we observe Advent—the season of hopeful waiting and preparation—with the 
following traditions:  

 we use violet, the color of repentance;  
 we do not sing the Gloria in Excelsis, the angels’ Christmas song;  
 the Christmas Tree is not displayed but instead an Advent Wreath with four candles, one for each of 

the four Sundays in Advent is hung;  
 we add Wednesday evening services and Daily Advent Matins (Monday through Friday at 8:35 at 

School) to give more opportunity to hear the Word of God and to pray together; and  
 we begin the Advent season and a new Church year with a congregational tradition of having the men 

process in singing.    
T H E  D I V I N E  S E R V I C E  

S e t t i n g  T h r e e  

Prelude   

Hymn 357  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                             Stand and face the processional cross  

Men:  Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 

Refrain:   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Men:  Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, 

Who ordered all things mightily; 



To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go.  Refrain 

Men:  Oh, come, oh, come, our Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times didst give the law, 

In cloud and majesty and awe.  Refrain       Men may go to their seats. 

Women: Oh, come, Thou branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Your mighty pow’r to save; 

And give them victory o’er the grave.  Refrain 

Women: Oh, come, O Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery.  Refrain 

Women: Oh, come, our Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;  

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight.  Refrain 

All: Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Oh, bid our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace.  Refrain 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

If you are able kneel, or sit.  Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 



Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Introit  Stand  (Ps. 25:4-5, 21-22; ant. Ps. 25:1-3a) 

Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul; 

O my God, I trust in Thee. 

Let me not be ashamed; 

let not mine enemies triumph over me. 

Yea, let none that none that wait on Thee be ashamed. 

 

Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 

teach me | your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my  

 sal- | vation;* 

for you I wait  all the | day long. 

May integrity and uprightness pre- | serve me,* 

for I | wait for you. 

Redeem Israel, | O God,* 

out of all his | troubles. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. (Antiphon is repeated) 

 

+ Service of the Word + 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 



 
 

Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 
P Let us pray.  

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued 

from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Holy Scripture Readings    Sit 

 Old Testament .....................................................................................................  (Pew Bible 650) Jeremiah 23:5-8 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual   (Ps. 25:3-4) 

All they that wait on Thee shall not be ashamed, O Lord. 

Show me Thy ways, O Lord, teach me Thy paths. 

 Epistle   (Pew Bible 948) Romans 13:8-14  

  A This is the Word of the Lord. 

  C Thanks be to God. 



Verse  Stand (Ps. 85:7) LSB 951 

Alleluias, sung by all: 

 
Show us Thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us Thy salvation. 

Alleluias, sung by all 

Holy Gospel .................................................................................................. (Pew Bible 826) St. Matthew 21:1-9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according 

to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Hymn 332 Savior of the Nations, Come  Sit  

 

 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. Amen 
 

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002551 

Sermon 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

C Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 



trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Closing Collect 

A Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, giver and perfecter of our faith, we thank and praise You for continuing 

among us the preaching of Your Gospel for our instruction and edification. Send Your 

blessing upon the Word, which has been spoken to us, and by Your Holy Spirit increase our 

saving knowledge of You, that day by day we may be strengthened in the divine truth and 

remain steadfast in Your grace. Give us strength to fight the good fight and by faith to 

overcome all the temptations of Satan, the flesh, and the world so that we may finally receive 

the salvation of our souls; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen.  

Benediction LSB 183 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   

C  Amen. 

Hymn 335 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice  
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T H I S  W E E K  A T  O U R  S A V I O R  C H U R C H  
 Monday 3:30 PM SCRIP Orders Due 
 Tuesday 8:30 AM PTL Meeting 
 Wednesday 6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study 

2:30 PM Advent Evening Prayer 
7:00 PM Advent Evening Prayer  (Livestreamed) 
8:00 PM Elders Meeting 

 Thursday 7:00 PM Divine Service (masks required) 

 Friday  Fellowship Hall Reserved-(Byers) 

 Saturday  Fellowship Hall Reserved-(Byers) 
  Lutheran High Panda Express Fundraiser 

 Next Sunday  8:00 AM Divine Service  
 9:30 AM Divine Service 
11:00 AM Divine Service 
 

Next Sunday's Readings: The Second Sunday in Advent 
Malachi 4:1-6      Romans 15:4-13      Luke 21:25-36 
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